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We are extremely proud to say that 
on Friday, September 21st, 2012 Luso 
held the Grand Opening for its Overnight 
Respite Service! Thanks to a grant 
received in the amount of $513,579.25 
from the Government of Ontario through 
the Ministry of Community and Social 
Services along with donations, extensive 
planning and remodeling, Luso is now 
able to provide a much needed service 
to many of the families we currently serve 
as well as others in the community that 
may be looking for some respite relief. 
This service, which is offered in our very 
own building at 2295 St. Clair Avenue 
West (between Keele and Runnymede), 
is a state of the art Respite Care Facility 
where families and caregivers have the 
option of leaving their loved ones in our 
care for overnight stays, a direct and 
essential way that helps us fulfill the 
needs of our clients and their families. 

The Grand Opening began with a  
warm welcome and brief introduction  
about the respite facility by Luso’s 
Executive Director, Marilene Santos.  

Other speakers 
included the 
Hon. Charles 
Sousa, Minister 
of Citizenship 
and Immigration,  

Ms. Laura Albanese MPP York South-
Weston, Ms. Frances Nunziata, 
Councillor Ward 11 York South-Weston, 
Councillor Ana Bailão and Mr. José 
Cesário, Secretary of State of Portuguese 
Communities for Portugal. 

Guests also had the pleasure of 
hearing some heartfelt words from a 
few of the parents from Luso’s Adult 
Day Program that had been anxiously 
awaiting the opening of our respite facility. 
Mr. John Paterson, father of our client 
Ted Paterson, touched on the obvious 
need for respite services, especially 

considering the many wait lists out there. 
In addition, seeing as Ted enjoys the day 
program so much, Mr. Paterson also 
expressed his relief and confidence that 
his son Ted would be in good hands for 
these overnight stays and as early as the 
day of the Grand Opening was looking to 
schedule stays for Ted. We also had the 
pleasure to hear Mrs. Isabel De Sousa, 
mother of our client Ana De Sousa speak 
on her experience with Luso and the 
difference this new respite service will 
make for her and her family. Ana had been 
a part of the program from almost day 
one but upon the family’s move to Maple, 
Mrs. De Sousa decided to remove Ana 
from the program due to long commuting 
times and in turn began her search for 
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a quality day program for her daughter 
that would give her the same peace of 
mind that Luso did. Mrs. De Sousa’s 
emotional and heart-felt speech touched 
on various negative experiences that Ana 
unfortunately endured throughout this 
search and at the end of the day, despite 
the long commute, Mrs. De Sousa 
decided the best thing for her daughter 

was to have her back at Luso. Mrs. De 
Sousa spoke highly of the staff here 
commenting on their excellence and how 
they go above and beyond for their clients 
making them feel comfortable, at home 
and offering them a family-like sense of 
belonging. It was a beautiful speech and 
it was that very same day that Mrs. De 
Sousa booked Ana in for a two week 
stay. We are thrilled to say that Ana had 
a positive respite experience and along 
with various other clients, continues to be 
booked in for future dates.

Mr. Jack Prazeres undertook the 
closing remarks and in addition to saying 
a few words about this great new venture 
he mentioned that Luso had chosen that 
very special day to recognize and thank our 
Ambassadors (dedicated individuals that 
join by donating $1,000 for that calendar 
year) as well as our top three Major 
Sponsors in lieu of the Ambassador’s 
Award Ceremony. In previous years, 
Luso had held a ceremony to honour 
such individuals and sponsors but 
considering this momentous occasion, it 
seemed only appropriate to recognize our 
ambassadors and sponsors as we really 
couldn’t be where we are today without 
them!  Ambassadors were presented 
a certificate in appreciation of their 

dedication and our top three sponsors 
received an award. A special thank you to 
our top three sponsors for 2012:

1. CIRV – Who donated their services 
(services well worth over $20,000) for the 
Radiothon/Telethon last year and helped 
us raise over $140,000 for the new centre 
in Hamilton. Thank you Mr. Frank Alvarez 
and the entire CIRV Radio and FPTV 
Team!

2. Amigos da Lomba da Maia - Who 
held a fundraising event with friends from 
the same home town and raised $15,000 
for our centre! Thank you to Amigos da 
Lomba da Maia for their contribution.

3. LIUNA Local 837 – The event 
sponsor for our annual golf tournament 
and who also made a significant 
contribution to the Radiothon. Thank you 
Mr. Manuel Bastos for all your support!

In addit ion to recogniz ing our 
ambassadors and sponsors, each year 
Luso also makes a point of showing 
its appreciation for an individual or 
organization that has really gone above 
and beyond for us. This year, Luso chose 
to recognize Irmandade do Espirito 
Santo, who for consecutive years have 
made several donations ranging from 
$2,000 to $5,000 throughout the year and 
who also held a free Christmas dinner 
for our clients. As an additional gesture 
of kindness Irmandade do Espirito Santo 
surprised clients at the Christmas dinner 
with a significant monetary gift along with 
another significant donation to the centre. 
Families were extremely grateful and so 
were we, so thank you to all the members 
of the Irmandade do Espirito Santo for 
your on-going generosity!

Last but not least, came the moment 
everyone had been waiting for, the ribbon 
cut! Mr. Jack Prazeres, the President of 
the Board of Directors, along with some 
helpers, Sandra and Paula Almeida (our 

clients), the Hon. 
Charles Sousa, Mr. 
José Cesário, Mr. 
Júlio Vilela and Ms. 
Laura Albanese 
all happily worked 
together to cut the 
ribbon. What an 

exciting and official way to celebrate such 
a fantastic new addition to the quality 
services Luso provides! 

Following the ribbon cut came a very 
special and emotional moment for many 
present as Mr. Jack Prazeres invited Mr. & 
Mrs. Keith & Stephanie Grattan to help him 
with a room reveal. As Mr. & Mrs. Grattan 
unveiled the plaque outside the room 
they were brought to tears as they and 
everyone present saw that the room had 
been dedicated and named in loving 
memory of their daughter, Laura Grattan.
Laura Grattan was a wonderful individual full of 
smiles that passed 
away suddenly in 
late 2011. Upon 
her passing and 
despite their grieving 
the Grattan family 
created a memorial 
for Laura and 
kindly requested 
that family and 
friends make a 
donation to Luso 
in Laura’s name. 
To thank the 
family and Laura, 
Luso decided that the first room in our 
respite facility would be named after 
Laura who will be forever in our hearts. 
This special reveal was followed by 
a heart-felt speech by Mrs. Stephanie 
Grattan that didn’t leave a dry eye in the 
house.

 As the Grand Opening Ceremony 
concluded, guests were invited to tour 
our facility and regroup in the basement 
for a delicious 
lunch that was 
prepared and 
donated by Mr. 
Januário Barros 
from New Casa 
Abril Restaurant 
& Catering. 

Finally, it was 
a great day filled 
with much joy 
and a sense of accomplishment. It was 
a celebration and truly a historic day 
for Luso. In addition, we just would like 
to say how incredibly proud we are of 
our new respite facility and are eager to 
continue our mission to support diverse 
families and individuals that are living with 
physical and/or developmental disabilities 
reach their full potential.
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There is no looking back. The future is 
bright and full of promise. Every year I ask 
myself, “Where does  this amazing board 
of directors get all their energy to raise the 
funds that are needed to keep this great 
organization running and running well I 
might add”?  Finally this morning I realized 
where we’re all getting the energy, “It is 
Andrew’s smile”.  I see it every time I visit 
the centre and I come face to face with 
Andrew, he has the biggest smile you’ve 
ever seen. Andrew can’t walk or speak.  
He is in a wheelchair and he is unable to 
do much physically, but he always smiles. 

In our day to day activities we all 
have our own problems and most of 
us don’t smile as much as we should. 
We are full of stress and are dealing 
with our own issues. I am involved in 
many organizations and I attend a lot 
of meetings. I notice that most people 
are too serious, and don’t smile.  They 
are miserable because of the perceived 
problems that exist in their personal and 
or business lives. But Andrew always 
smiles. Why is that? Could it be that we 
don’t value what we have, our health and 
freedom for example?   Every day we 
take for granted what Andrew does not 
have. We can walk, eat by ourselves, we 
can speak, we can go about our everyday 
lives without having to rely on someone 
else but yet we don’t smile like Andrew, 
Sandra and Paula just to name a few.

Andrew’s smile is the energy that 
keeps us all focused and ready to conquer 
the world and work towards making many 
people’s dreams a reality. It makes us 
appreciate what we have. Andrew’s smile 
makes us realize that our “problems” 
may not be as big as we might first think.  
This year I propose to make Andrew the 
Honorary President of the year and I 
would ask that his picture be put with my 
message and allow all of you to see the 
magic of his smile. Believe me his smile is 
a miracle and it helps all of us in our day 
to day activities, thank you Andrew.

I sincerely want to extend an extra 
special thank you to all our supporters, 
sponsors, volunteers and staff for all the 
donations, hard work and high standard 
of service that is provided to those that 

need it. Without your support we would 
not be able to accomplish what we have.  

 Also, a special smile goes to our 
Hamilton Division under the leadership 
of Joe Botelho, for their dedication and 
hard work. Due to persistence and 
perseverance our clients in Hamilton now 
have a beautiful facility. Congratulations 
on a job well done.   An enormous smile 
also goes to our Executive Director 
Marilene Santos, who is temporarily 
leaving us with a smile on her face to 
commence her maternity leave.  We 
want to thank her for her dedication and 
professionalism throughout the past 
seven years.

People with special needs do not 
get the assistance they deserve every 
day. I want to thank our executive board 
and directors for their dedication and 
commitment. We cannot repair the 
problem, but together we can help make 
a difference. We should enjoy our time 
here and follow in Andrew’s “footsteps”.

Sincerely,
Jack A. Prazeres

Luso Canadian Charitiable Society

BOARD OF 
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Message from the President

Andrew Aideira Fonseca  
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To date, the L.C.C.S. Adult Day 
Program currently offers services to 
41 participants! Our continued growth 
throughout 2012 along with several 
updates to our facility has allowed us 
to accommodate our growing numbers 
offering these essential services to 
more individuals and their families in the 
community. Thanks to our state of the art 
facility and its substantial size we have 
been able to keep up with the growing 
demand for a spot in our day program 
while still providing the highest quality of 
care we pride ourselves in offering. As a 
result, we have also taken on several new 
staff members who have demonstrated to 
be a wonderful addition to our team! 

The programs and services offered 
here at the Luso ADP are diverse, ranging 
from educational-based activities such as 
math, language, science and computer 
instruction to life skills programs, fine and 
gross motor activities (such as arts and 
crafts, obstacle race challenges etc.), to 
a varied selection of sensory engaging 
activities including drama, music, and 
dance. 

Specifically, in 2012, there was 
a significant amount of drama, a 
multi-sensory mode of learning and 
engagement, incorporated into the many 
components that make up our program. 
Drama related activities have proven 
to be a huge favourite 
among clients and the 
benefits of using drama 
in a day program such 
as ours are invaluable. 
With drama being able 
to offer clients a dynamic 
learning experience and 
being a universal form 
of human expression, it 

is no wonder that so many clients enjoy 
the activities. According to the Drama 
Education Network, incorporating elements 
of improvisation, creative movement and 
drama, pantomime and storytelling into 
program activities is not only a way to 
reach individuals of multiple intelligences, 
various levels of abilities, diverse age 
groups and levels of language and 
experience, but also helps develop 
skills for communication and social 
interaction while providing clients with the 
opportunity to explore, share and create 
with and in front of others. Being able to 
engage and reach out to our clients, who 
range significantly in their level of ability, 
allows us to fulfill a fundamental value of 
our organization which is to make every 
individual feel valued and included. 

Also significant, is how drama can 
positively spill over into the everyday 
lives and daily activities of our clients. 
For example, preparation, rehearsal 
and performance can be found in many 
aspects of life and thus enable clients to 
establish personal connections to what 
they’re learning and experiencing here at 
Luso. Drama has shown to help develop 
skills such as concentration, cooperation, 
listening, imagination and collaboration 
which are also common aspects of 
everyday life for our diverse client base. 
Overall, aside from the positive cognitive, 
emotional, and physical benefits, engaging 

L.C.C.S. Adult Day Program 
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in drama activities also helps to reduce 
stress and provide clients with a healthy 
outlet for expressing their emotions, not 
to mention it’s a fun way to bring bonding 
and laughter into the Luso environment!

Our themed days of the week 
(Shopping Monday, Hot Lunch Tuesday, 
Movie Wednesday, Luso Idol Thursday 
and Funky Friday) offer our clients 
consistency, routines and variety. We 
offer a 1 to 4 ratio and our staff make 
particular effort to engage clients of all 
levels of abilities no matter the activity 
and work hard at helping them reach 
their full potential in all areas.

The Snoezelen Room, first introduced 
in 2009, and the portable Snoezelen 
Cart, introduced in 2011, continue to 
be big favourites among clients and a 
phenomenal asset to our program. We 
look forward to continuing to acquire new 
items that will enhance the Snoezelen 
experience for our clients. 

We couldn’t be happier to say 
that throughout 2012, the Luso day 
program has continued to flourish and is 
continuously evolving to ensure we are 
offering the highest quality of care to our 
clients and their families as well as the best 
programs and services possible. Looking 
back on another successful year we can’t 
help but be excited about the new faces 
and amazing individuals we will meet, the 
memorable moments to be had and all 
that 2013 will bring to our day program.

References: http://www.dramaed.net/
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Luso welcomes a diverse client base 
from all walks of life and with various levels 
of developmental and physical abilities 
each and every day. In saying that, it is 
our goal to encourage and support clients 
in maintaining a healthy lifestyle and 
general well-being by not only discussing 
important topics such as safety, hygiene 
and nutrition but by also attempting to 
provide various opportunities for clients 
to get physically active, no matter what 
level of ability they’re at. Such activities 
include community walks and scheduled 
assisted walking with 
various styles of walkers (if 
applicable), a daily physical 
activity session with a 
duration of 30 minutes 
that encourages clients to 
participate in a variety of 
games that in turn involve 
getting active as well as 
l ight passive assisted 
movement with cl ients 
who require a greater 
amount of support. Also, 
let us not forget the fun and 
expressive art of dancing 
and drama too! All of which 
aim to provide clients with 
improved fitness, better 
overall health, stronger 
muscles and bones and aid 
clients in maintaining as much 
functional independence and 
mobility as possible. Aside 
from some of the physical 

benefits as is commonly known, being 
active on a regular basis also encourages 
better morale and self-confidence and is 
a great stress reliever! It is obvious in our 
day-to-day that clients truly love being as 
active as possible. Several clients have 
attested to the fact that it gives them a 
sense of empowerment and freedom. 
Therefore, we will continue to strive to 
be as innovative as possible in catering 
to this essential need (while of course, 
always considering client safety and well-
being) as of the utmost importance. The 

benefits of regular physical activity are 
countless, and that goes for everyone 
really, so come on, let’s get moving! 

Let’s Get Moving!
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As our client numbers have grown so have our birthday celebrations. 
Birthdays here at Luso are usually associated with things that bring a 
smile to everyone’s face… cake, pizza, dancing and a party! On these 
special days friends and staff sing the traditional ‘Happy Birthday’ to 
the excited client(s) celebrating their special day and everyone enjoys 
partaking in the many games and activities that make up a great 
party. Family visits also bring a special touch to the day helping make 
birthdays very memorable days here at Luso.

Birthday Fun

Luso would like to say a big thank 
you to Dulce Gaspar who donated 
a lunch for the S.P.D.P.O. group and 
Luso’s ADP clients in light of Valentine’s 
Day. The tasty lunch menu of February 
9th, 2012 consisted of rice, salad & 
filet of fish. Aside from the wonderful 
meal, participants engaged in a fun 
and friendly competition called ‘Toilet-
paper Bride’ where two groups have to 
dress their volunteer bride in the best 
toilet-paper wedding gown they can 
create. Laughter was heard all around 

and there definitely were some picture 
perfect moments! Participants also got 
a chance to share some sentimental 
Valentine’s Day stories of their very 
own. Thank you to one of our ADP 
clients, Laura Leskur, who opened her 
heart to us and shared a very special 
story about a boyfriend named Andrew 
who passed away some years ago. 
Also to the others who shared their own 
heart-felt Valentine’s memories too. It 
was truly a special day.

A Heart-Felt Celebration
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As it so happens, Valentine’s Day fell on 
our Hot-Lunch Tuesday this year. So what 
meal do you ask was near and dear to the 
hearts of our clients....none other than Mac 
&Cheese served with a side of Berry Salad! 
To the delight of everyone, one of our clients  
Munira Gangani and her mom also helped bring 
a special and delicious touch to this Valentine’s 
Day celebration by bringing in a big chocolate 
and vanilla cake for dessert. All in all, the lunch 
was a big hit and was followed by a fun filled 
afternoon games, dancing and Valentine’s Day 
card distribution among friends. 

Valentine’s Day 

During the school year’s March 
Break (March 12th-16th, 2012) Luso was 
pleased to welcome high-school students 
Mathew Esteves and Rita Duarte who 
selected our day program to fulfill their 
community service hour requirements. 
Mathew currently attends Arch Bishop 
Romero High School & Rita comes to 
us from Dante Alighieri Academy. They 
were both a great help in supporting our 
clients during program activities and did 

a great job assisting them during lunch 
& snack time as well. We are happy to 
say that in addition, Mathew has chosen 

to fulfill his coop placement at Luso and 
continue on as a volunteer. His dedication 
and volunteerism here at Luso has been 
invaluable. It is great to see young 
students getting involved and giving 
back to the community and we couldn’t 
be happier that our centre provides a 
positive and inviting atmosphere to not 
only our clients but to students in the 
community, PSW and DSW students as 
well. Great job Mathew & Rita!!

Students in the Community Giving Back 

It is a great spring celebration that 
takes place on April 3rd of every year, 
where individuals are invited to find a 
rainbow! Rainbows have meant many 
things to different people over the ages 
and the mythologies of the rainbow have 
varied with each civilization. However, 
regardless of the meaning, they are 
beautiful and mesmerizing. 
A rainbow is an optical 
phenomenon that causes a 
spectrum of light to appear 
in the sky when the sun 
shines on moisture in our 
atmosphere. Although our 
eyes see rainbows in bands 
of red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue, indigo and violet, they 
are actually a continuous 
band of graduating colors.

To celebrate this colourful day, we 
asked our clients and staff to dress up 
in bright colors in recognition of Find a 
Rainbow Day. What a fresh way for Luso 
to kick-off the spring like weather and 
what a great turn-out of brightly coloured 
T-shirts that surely brought a smile to 
everyone’s face that day.  

Find a Rainbow Day 
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Luso ADP clients and friends from the S.P.D.P.O 
were lucky to once again receive a free lunch donated 
by Mr. Manuel DaCosta & friends, which has become 
an annual tradition in recent years. Everyone enjoyed 
a warm and plentiful lunch thanks to the generosity 
of Mr. Manuel DaCosta, Mr. Antonio Brasil and Mr. 
Frederico Nascimento. The delicious meal, music, 
singing and dancing made it an afternoon for 
everyone to remember. Thank you!! 

A Wonderful Luncheon

On April 25th, Luso was pleased to welcome our annual 
visitor, Officer Jim Lamb! Everyone was very excited to see him 
and clients worked hard on preparing some great questions 
for the Q&A part of the visit. Officer Lamb discussed various 
important safety tips to remember, encouraged everyone to be 
aware of their surroundings and what measures one can take 
in dangerous situations. He also shared some personal stories 

about career highlights and touching moments he experienced 
as a police officer. We truly appreciate Officer Lamb taking time 
out of his schedule to visit us. Officer Lamb brings a smile to all 
faces at Luso. He is a patient and caring individual who comes 
eager to share important information with our clients. Thank you 
Officer Jim Lamb and we hope to see you back again soon!

Officer Jim Lamb Visits Luso 
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On May 30th, 2012 Luso 
welcomed our annual visitor 
Lilian the Librarian from the 
nearby Silverstone Toronto 
Public Library. Like always, 
Lilian brought along some 
fantastic books that she read 
aloud to the group followed 
by a brief discussion on 
ideas and comments from 
clients on the story. On 
behalf of everyone here at 
Luso we would like to thank 
Lilian for her continued 
dedication and we hope to 
see her again in 2013!

Wild about Reading 

We couldn’t be more pleased 
to say that our amazing volunteer 
Ellen Yamasaki has continued to 
dedicate her Wednesday afternoons 
to popping into Luso for a wonderful 
sing-along! Ellen, a retired school 
teacher, comes in once a week and 
plays the piano while leading a sing-
along with the group. This has truly 
become a favourite activity among 
many of our clients and something 
that everyone looks forward to every 
Wednesday. Thank you Ellen! 

“Music happens to be an art form that 
transcends language ~Herbie Hancock

Numbers Rumba 
Cha-Cha-Cha…

‘Nutrition’ was the word of the day on May 2nd, 2012 as we welcomed Nutritionist 
Gayle Jackson back to Luso. She gave us a creative presentation on healthy eating 
and nutrition and how we can maintain good dietary habits. With a fun Nutrition 
Jeopardy game to kick off the presentation, clients were engaged and eager to learn 
more. All clients participated to the best of their ability and really had a fun time. What 
a wonderful and interactive way to share such valuable information! Thank you Gayle 
for your dedication and creativity, we hope to see you again next year. 

Nutrition for $500 Please! 
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It’s turkey time again! As you all know, 
Thanksgiving is a holiday meant for family, 
friends and remembering the things for 
which we are most thankful for and so what 
better way to spend and share the day than 
with our friends here at Luso. Our special 
lunch was prepared by Maria Brochu, one 
of our dedicated staff members who always 
takes special care in preparing wholesome, 
nutritious and tasty meals for us! With a 
harvest table fully decorated including 
pumpkin pie for dessert, followed by music 
and dancing, it was a wonderful celebration!

Thanksgiving Lunch
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Halloween, without fail, is always a fun 
and exciting day for everyone here at Luso. As 
in previous years, staff and clients are invited 
to dress up in their favourite costumes and 
participate in traditional Halloween activities, 
including Halloween games, puzzles, song 
and dance and Luso door to door trick-or-
treating! This year we had quite the variety of 
costumes, from Dracula to ghosts, witches, 
vampires, pirates, princesses, fairies and more. 
Despite some spooky stories told, it was a boo-
tiful sight to see our centre transformed into a 
happy haunted hallow!!

In honour of the commemorated day 
of Remembrance for our fallen Canadian 
soldiers we invited back our past volunteer 
and former air cadet Mathew Esteves to 
read a few poems and to talk about the 
history and the importance of remembering 
the brave individuals who valiantly fought 
for our freedom. We salute you and lest we 
never forget!

L.C.C.S. Not-So-Scary Halloween Party!  

Remembrance Day
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On December 7th, 2012 we held our 
third annual Talent Night in recognition 
of International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities which is celebrated annually 
on the 3rd of December.  With a beautifully 
decorated stage decked with red shiny 
curtains, presents galore, a handmade 
Santa along with other great props made 
by our very own clients and inflatable 
Christmas themed decorations, the night 
was off to a great start! Guests attending 
consisted of family members, friends 
and community members. Performances 
ranged from singing and/or dancing, 

solos, duets and group performances, all 
of which received great cheers, standing 
ovations and tears of joy. The finale act 
consisted of a whole group performance, 
including all our clients and staff, to R. 
Kelly’s song “The World’s Greatest”. 
Not only was it touching and our clients 
performed their hearts out, but it also 
helped highlight and bring awareness to 
the inner strength each and every one of 
us has within. Our clients most definitely 
shone bright that night and were 
above all else an amazing source of 
inspiration for everyone present. All 

in all, we’re so proud to say we hosted 
another successful night with a great 
turn-out and we’re also thankful to our 
wonderful volunteers as we couldn’t 
have done it without you. Thank you 
Brazil Bakery for donating your delicious 
pastries and to Carlos Costa & DJ Nathan 
from ACS Productions Sound & Lighting 
Inc. for donating their service and for 
doing a fantastic job. We hope to see 
everyone back again next year!

Talent  Night  2012
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In July of 2012 we held a farewell 
party for our dear client Phillip Hall. 
Phillip was with the Luso Adult Day 
Program since its first days and 
anyone who has visited the centre, 
attended an event or fundraiser 
knows quite well who Phillip is. Over 
the years, Phillip has become quite 
the popular individual with even 
multiple requests for his attendance 
at various events!  Though Phillip 
is no longer enrolled in our day 
program as his family now resides 
outside the city, we are happy 
to say that when visiting Toronto 
Phillip is eager to make a surprise 
visit here at Luso and we welcome 
him with open arms. Phillip has 
always been a wonderful addition 
to our Luso family and as he quite 

often said himself, he was 
“quite the character”! Thank 
you for being the wonderful 
individual you are and for 
making us laugh. Though we 
will miss you on the day-to-
day, it’s not goodbye but see 
you soon Phillip!

It’s Not Goodbye, but See You Soon!

On December 20th 2012, we 
celebrated Christmas by joining our 
friends from the SPDPO group for a 
mouth-watering lunch so generously 
donated by our friend Dulce Gaspar who 
also joined us for the celebration. The 
wonderful lunch consisted of rice, filet 
of sole, salad and Portuguese pastry 
sweets. Thank you Dulce! After the 
great lunch, everyone gathered around 
the Christmas tree in the lobby in wait 
of the much anticipated guest… Santa 
Claus! With huge smiles on their faces 
clients watched as jolly old St. Nicolas 
in his velvety red suit came through the 
doors merrily chanting HO-HO-HO and 

spreading his infectious good 
cheer. After greeting everyone 
Santa took a seat in his big brown 
chair and opened up his great 
big sack of presents and started 
handing them out to each 
lucky client. Clients had a 
merry old time and even 
took pictures with Santa but 
soon enough he was on his 
way as we all know he has 
a busy schedule this time of 
year. Thank you to all who 
came out and we’ll see you 
all again next December! 

Christmas Party Lunch
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Luso continuously strives to provide 
its clients with the most positive, 
encouraging and up-lifting environment 
possible and is incredibly proud to see 
the fruition of our values in each and 
every smile we see. Though one smile 
may not change the world, our clients’ 
smiles change ours every day.

“Everyone smiles in the same language.” 
~ Author Unknown

Smiles

Everyone at Luso still remembers the 
first day Munira Gangani came through 
our doors. She came through our doors 
with a smile that stretched ear to ear and 
seemed so genuinely happy to be here. 
According to her mom, Munira loved 
our day program so much that she cried 
the first Saturday and Sunday morning 
at home saying she wanted to attend 
the program. However, after being with 
us for just over a year we received the 
unfortunate news that Munira had moved 
on to share her beautiful smile alongside 
the angels. Munira was an incredibly 
positive and playful individual who found 
happiness through laughter and who 
willingly shared her joy with all those she 
encountered. We will truly miss Munira 

and will forever remember 
her infectious laughter 
that she is surely sharing 
with us from above. May 
you always rest in peace 
Munira.

In Loving Memory 

“Everytime you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing.” ~ Mother Teresa
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With a new year upon us, 
it’s nice to pause and reflect 
on our accomplishments from 
the previous year. I am pleased 
to say that 2012 was another 
great year, in which once 
again Luso made some real 
progress and welcomed many 
new clients and began offering 
new valuable programs and 
services. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank our very dedicated 
board of directors, without whom we 
could not have accomplished so much.  

In September, we proudly celebrated 
the grand opening of our new state of the 
art respite facility. This facility now allows 
us to serve more families with a service that 
they so desperately need. In October, we 
were happy to share in the grand opening 
of our new fantastic centre in Hamilton. 
In December, we held our 3rd annual 
talent night to once again celebrate and 
raise awareness of International Day for 
People with Disabilities. Once again, our 

staff and clients put together 
a fantastic show and the turn 
out from the community was 
amazing. We look forward 
to growing this event every 
year, as it is a great way for 
the community to really look 
beyond disabilities and see 
that given the opportunity 
and tools everyone has 
tremendous abilities. 

Our day program client numbers 
have continued to see growth and thus 
we have also welcomed new staff. I am 
so grateful for the amazing team we 
have, made up of caring and dedicated 
individuals who continuously go above 
and beyond to ensure that our clients get 
the quality support they deserve each 
and every day. 

Luso continues to operate without any 
ongoing government funding and for this 
reason we depend entirely on the support 
of the private sector and thus we can 

never thank our sponsors and volunteers 
enough. I want to say a very special thank 
you to all the generous people who year 
after year remain committed to helping 
us fulfill our mission of providing quality 
programs and services to all our clients 
and their families.  

This is a very exciting year for me 
as I prepare to welcome my first child in 
February. I will be away on maternity leave 
for this year but I am leaving my position 
in the hands of Ana Teixeira, who comes 
to us with a great deal of management 
and administrative experience and most 
importantly who has a great deal of 
passion for the work Luso does. 

Once again, I want to thank everyone, 
board of directors, staff, clients, com-
munity and funders as we continue to 
grow and make a difference in the lives of 
individuals with disabilities. 

Sincerely, 
Marilene Santos 

Year after year our staff numbers continue to grow and we really can’t express 
how appreciative we are for all our staff and volunteers. Day in and day out these 
individuals go above the call of duty and go the extra mile to create a positive, 
engaging, caring and supportive environment that allows our clients to flourish and 
reach for the stars. Thank you and ‘Go team Go’!

We want to congratulate our Program 
Manager, Annie Colalillo and her 

husband Franco on the birth of their son 
Nathan Colalillo born April 30th, 2012. 

Message from the Executive Director 

Our Caring Staff and Volunteers It’s a Boy!!!
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Every year Luso is fortunate enough 
to come across various volunteers and 
this year some of those were Mrs. Maria 
Celeste Costa, Rita Duarte, Meg Allison, 
Sara Carreira, Brittany Labao and Claudia 
Simoes. Though we are thankful for every 

single one, there are a few that often 
go above and beyond for our clients 
and continuously demonstrate their 
dedication to our centre.  We would like to 
say a big thank you to Michelle Brandão 
who volunteers at the centre Monday 
through Friday 8:30am-3:00pm rain or 

shine and to Kathy Ross who volunteers 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:00am-
3:00pm.

Another very special thank you to 
Ellen Yamasaki, a retired kindergarten 
teacher in the community who has 
dedicatedly volunteered her time every 
Wednesday afternoon to come and 
play piano for our clients and lead a 
Sing-Along. This is Ellen’s second year 
with us and is a most wonderful gift to 
Luso as so many of our clients have a 
great appreciation for music and singing.

Year after year we’ve also seen 
an increase in volunteerism from 
high-school students in the community 
and we couldn’t be more thankful for the 
role they play in raising awareness and for 
the initiative taken on behalf 
of these young individuals. A 
sincere thank you to Matthew 
Esteves, son of one of our staff 
members, who continuously 
makes an effort to be present 
in our centre and has built 
a fantastic rapport with all 
our clients. Also, a big thank 

you to Claudia Adams, 
grand-daughter of one 
of our staff members  
who time and t ime 
again takes the initiative 
to come by Luso to help 
out on school holidays!

Finally, we would like to thank Mr. 
Tony Sousa from Early Morning Star for 
his ongoing support of our centre. Mr. 
Tony Sousa ensures that the snow around 
our building including our back parking 
lot is cleared so that our clients and staff 
can safely enter our centre.

We are very fortunate for these in-
dividuals and thank them all for their 
dedication and admirable commitment 
to Luso!

Dedicated Volunteerism in Our Community

“We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less 
because of that missing drop.” – Mother Teresa

Once again our year got off to a great 
start with the Amigos do Toxofal  Annual 
Fundraiser . On January 28th, 2012 the 
event organized by Adolfo Paulo, Pedro 
Gomes, Pedro Santos and Rui Mauricio 
allowed people from their Portugal 
hometown of Toxofal, Lourinha to get 

together and enjoy an evening of great 
food with entertainment and dancing. 
The total raised for our organization was 
$6,535.00. The group’s ongoing support 
has been fantastic for so many years .We 
want to thank everyone who attended 
and especially the organizers of the 

event for their continued dedication to 
Luso Canadian Chartable Society and 
for choosing our organization as one of 
the beneficiaries for their annual Amigos 
do Toxofal Fundraiser. Thank you!

Amigos do Toxofal Annual Fundraiser

Miss Brazil Canada is an annual beauty contest 
and social entertainment event to celebrate women’s 
beauty and Brazilian Culture. The 2012 organizing 
committee decided to make Luso the beneficiary 
of their event which took place on May 5th, 2012. It 
was a beautiful atmosphere filled with many special 
guests. We want to thank the organizing committee 
for having thought of Luso as the beneficiary of this 
years event, unfortunately as per the committee due 
to the high costs of the event, no funds were raised 
for Luso.

Miss Brazil Canada 2012  
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A heart-felt thank you to all those that donated to the  Luso Canadian Charitable Society during the 2012 year.
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Amigos do Toxofal de Baixo
Aston Hill Asset Management Inc./Morrison Williams

Brampton Brick Ltd.
Brasil Remittance Inc. 
Capela Surfaces Inc.

Carpenters’ & Allied Workers -  Local 27

Drywall Acoustic Lathing & Insulation Local 675
Dufferin Aggregates

Elemental Controls Ltd.
Ierfino & Associates Professional Corp.

International Union of Painters and Allied Trades
JTM Inc.

LIUNA Local 183 Training Centre
LIUNA Ontario Provincial District Council
Masonry Contractors  Assoc. of Toronto

Mason’s Masonry Supply Ltd. 
Permacon Group

Society of Portuguese Disabled Persons of Ontario 

4 Star Drywall (99) Ltd.
Able Transport Ltd.

Accu-plane Enterprises Inc.
Allied Construction Employees, Local 1030

Allwood Carpentry Manufacturing
Amigos de Santa Clara

Anycrete General Contracting Inc.
Applewood Roofing and Sheet Metal Ltd.

Atlantic Collision Group
Bailey Metal Products Ltd.

Beacon Roofing Supply
Bergmanis Preyra LLP

Blair Building Materials Inc.
BMO Bank of Montreal

Bondfield Construction Company Ltd.
Bricklayers, Masons Independent Union of Canada - Local 1

Carpenters Union Local 1072

Carpenter’s Union Political Action Committee
Certainteed Gypsum and Insulation

Citymark Construction and Drywall Ltd.
Community Living Mississauga

Continental Tiles
Crawford Roofing Corporation

CSR Building Supplies Ltd.
Dartek Group

David & Margaret Congram
DeMelo’s Construction Equipment Ltd.

Downsview Drywall Contracting
Dufferin Roofing Ltd.

Euro Kitchens Inc.
Eurowood Carpentry 2000 Inc.

Fengate Capital Management Ltd.
Ferreira Insurance & Investment Concepts Inc.
Filipe Ferreira -Royal LePage Supreme Realty 

Flynn Canada Ltd.
Global Insulation

Hallmark HouseKeeping Services Inc.
Hanson Brick

Hewson Brothers Supply Ltd.
International Union of Operating Engineers - Local 793

Isaac Glowinsky
J.G. Landscaping & Snow Removal Inc.

Joao Fernandes
Keith & Stephanie Grattan

Le Treport Convention Centre
Leao D’Ouro Restaurante
Link-Line Contractors Ltd.

LIUNA Local 183   
LIUNA Local 506
LIUNA Local 527

Local 1

Mare’s Carpentry & Construction Inc.
Mario Nunes

Medi-Group Inc. 
Melin Interior Systems Inc.

New Canadians Lumber 
New Casa Abril Restaurant & Catering 

Nortex Roofing Ltd.
North Port Steel Ltd.

Northleaf Capital Partners (Canada) Ltd.
Nova Era Bakery

ONIT Construction Inc.
Ontario Sheet Metal & Roofers Conference

Our Lady of Sorrows- Youth Group 
Owens Corning

Portuguese Cultural Centre of Mississauga
RBC Royal Bank 

Re/Max Realty Specialists Inc.

ACS Sound & Lighting 
Active Green & Ross Tire & Automotive Centres

AECON
Alfredo & Marta Pita

Antonio & Isabella Pinto
Antonio Rodrigues

Appleton Foods International Inc.
Avelino & Ana Fonseca

Axiom Drywall & Acoustics
Blok-Lok A Hohmann & Barnard Company

Bradstone

Capelas Construction
CIBC Wood Gundy

Décor Terminal/Marina’s Interior Design
Diva Construction Ltd.

Early Morning Star 
Epic Industries Inc.

F1 Systems Inc.
Fernando Viveiros

Foremont Drywall Contracting
Gil Alves & Mr. Filipe Alves
Henry Company Canada

Heritage Painting
Independent Unionized Landscape Contractors Association

Jansen Consulting
John Laurie

Kapp Contracting Inc.
Koskie Minsky LLP

Life Drywall Systems Ltd.
Manuel A. Ramires
Maple Drywall Inc.
Maple Leaf Alumni

Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment

Mariano Ferreira de Sousa
Mary Manocchio
Maxan Drywall

Moitenses e Amigos 
Nancy & Julio DeJesus

National Bank of Canada
Nelmar Drywall Company Ltd.

Oakdale Drywall & Acoustics Ltd.
Paragon Drywall Contractors

Pollard Enterprises Ltd.
Pristine Printing Inc.

Acclamation Restaurant (Hamilton)
Alberto Goncalves
Alcindo Boucinha
Alcover Roofing

Allan  & Carolyn Larden
Ana Bailão
Ana Sousa

Anita Pereira
Annabelle Alves 
Annette Haley

Anthony Pereira- RBC
Antonio & Helena Dionisio

Antonio & Madalena Barreto
Armindo & Maria Helena Correia

Ashland Paving Ltd. 
Associated Pro Cleaning Inc. 

Augusto Silva
Avalon Woods

Baltazar Monteiro
Banco BPI

Beaver Landscaping & Gardening Ltd.
Belo Fashions Boutique 

Benmar Drywall Systems Ltd.
BMO Bank of Montreal- Hamilton 

Boehmers Hargest Block  Ltd.
Borges Food
Brazil Bakery

C.S.R. Building Supplies Ltd.
Caldense Bakery & Pastries VI Inc. 

Caspian Jewellery
Catherine Moloney
Cesarina Pereira

Chefero Sand & Gravel Ltd.
Chiado Restaurant

Churrasqueira Estrela
Churrasqueira Martins

Cobell Interiors Ltd.
Cristal Shoes Boutique

David & Marilene Santos
Delcina da Cruz

Delmar Ferreira 
Dianne Pender 

Dreamcoast Homes Inc.
E.M.S. Gardening & Landscaping Inc.

Elaine Cheverie 
Elite Furs 

Elizabeth Gomes
Fatima Domingues- RBC 
Fernando & Paula Sousa

Fernando D. Martins, Barrister & Solicitor
Fernando Sousa- Remax 

Filipe Morgado
Francisco Martins

Frank & Antoinette Rossi
Fraser and Associates Consulting Inc.

FWP Trading Inc.
Gabriella Palumbo

Gina Paulo 
Guy Da Costa

Hand Association of Sewer, Watermain & 

Road Contractors
Heather Grand

Helena & Ricardo Medeiros
HGS Solutions 

Hilti
Ideal Communications

Inniskillin Wines
IVO Cutlery International Inc.

James Riffel
Jamie Iria & Maria Dos Anjos

Joao Batista Alves
Joao Felizardo

Joao Fernando & Maria Lopes
John & Anita Rigby 

John Howard Cellars of Distincton
John Miller

Jorge & Julia Catarino
Jose & Maria Botelho

Jose Pinto
Judy & Dan Gargaro

Kelly Kenny
Legacy Masonry Inc.

Lena Barreto
Liberal Jewellery 

Lina D’Onofrio
Linda & Enzo Castagna

Linda E. MacLean
Linda Fearnley

Lisbon By Night Restaurant
Lucia Valente
Luisa Caetano 
M.J. Oliveira

Macedo Wine Grape Juice Ltd.
Manata Jewellery

Manny Ribeiro
Manny Silva

Manuel & Ana Rodrigues
Manuela & Joe Fernandes

Margarida Medeiros 
Maria & Manuel Moniz
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A heart-felt thank you to all those that donated to the  Luso Canadian Charitable Society during the 2012 year.
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Drywall Acoustic Lathing & Insulation Local 675
Dufferin Aggregates

Elemental Controls Ltd.
Ierfino & Associates Professional Corp.

International Union of Painters and Allied Trades
JTM Inc.

LIUNA Local 183 Training Centre
LIUNA Ontario Provincial District Council
Masonry Contractors  Assoc. of Toronto

Mason’s Masonry Supply Ltd. 
Permacon Group

Society of Portuguese Disabled Persons of Ontario 

The Brotherhood of The Divine Holy Spirit of Toronto
Toronto Professional Fire Fighters’ Assoc. 

Trican Masonry Contractors Inc.
Walton Capital Management Inc.

Flynn Canada Ltd.
Global Insulation

Hallmark HouseKeeping Services Inc.
Hanson Brick

Hewson Brothers Supply Ltd.
International Union of Operating Engineers - Local 793

Isaac Glowinsky
J.G. Landscaping & Snow Removal Inc.

Joao Fernandes
Keith & Stephanie Grattan

Le Treport Convention Centre
Leao D’Ouro Restaurante
Link-Line Contractors Ltd.

LIUNA Local 183   
LIUNA Local 506
LIUNA Local 527

Local 1

Mare’s Carpentry & Construction Inc.
Mario Nunes

Medi-Group Inc. 
Melin Interior Systems Inc.

New Canadians Lumber 
New Casa Abril Restaurant & Catering 

Nortex Roofing Ltd.
North Port Steel Ltd.

Northleaf Capital Partners (Canada) Ltd.
Nova Era Bakery

ONIT Construction Inc.
Ontario Sheet Metal & Roofers Conference

Our Lady of Sorrows- Youth Group 
Owens Corning

Portuguese Cultural Centre of Mississauga
RBC Royal Bank 

Re/Max Realty Specialists Inc.

Realtor for Royal LePage Supreme Realty
Red Brick Contracting

Rio Services Inc.
Rivervalley Masonry Group Ltd.

Robert Mackenzie
Roxul

Rui Ramos-Remax Ultimate Realty Inc.
Scotiabank

Senso Building Supplies Ltd. 
Sheet Metal Workers’ Local Union No. 30
Simbul-Lezon Wealth Management Group

Solmar Management Corp.
Spallacci Group Ltd.

St. Marys Cement Inc. (Canada)
Struct-Con Construction Ltd.
Structural Contracting Ltd.
Target Drywall & Acoustics

Tempo Insulation & Drywall Ltd.
Tesmor Climate Services Ltd.

Tolfa Auto Work Ltd.
Torcan Lift Equipment Inc.

Toronto Azzurri Soccer Club
Toronto Maple Leaf Alumni

TPL Construction
TRIDEL

Trim Association of Ontario
Via-Con Masonry Inc.

Winroc
York Marble Tile & Terrazzo Inc.

Heritage Painting
Independent Unionized Landscape Contractors Association

Jansen Consulting
John Laurie

Kapp Contracting Inc.
Koskie Minsky LLP

Life Drywall Systems Ltd.
Manuel A. Ramires
Maple Drywall Inc.
Maple Leaf Alumni

Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment

Mariano Ferreira de Sousa
Mary Manocchio
Maxan Drywall

Moitenses e Amigos 
Nancy & Julio DeJesus

National Bank of Canada
Nelmar Drywall Company Ltd.

Oakdale Drywall & Acoustics Ltd.
Paragon Drywall Contractors

Pollard Enterprises Ltd.
Pristine Printing Inc.

Residential Carpentry Contractors Ass. Of Greater Toronto
Rosehaven Homes Ltd.
S.M.W.I.A. Local 285
Samsung Electronics

Sheet Metal Workers International Assoc. - LU 285
Solomon Colors, Inc. 

Speed and Precision Construction Ltd. 
Supreme Saw & Services Ltd.

The Blue and White Alumni Hockey Club
Top-Line Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc.

Torbsa Ltd.

Trio Roofing Systems Inc.
Triumph Roofing and Sheet Metal

Trust Flooring Group
WINTERGREEN O/A Bradstone

World Fine Cars Ltd. 
Zita’s Churrasqueira

Road Contractors
Heather Grand

Helena & Ricardo Medeiros
HGS Solutions 

Hilti
Ideal Communications

Inniskillin Wines
IVO Cutlery International Inc.

James Riffel
Jamie Iria & Maria Dos Anjos

Joao Batista Alves
Joao Felizardo

Joao Fernando & Maria Lopes
John & Anita Rigby 

John Howard Cellars of Distincton
John Miller

Jorge & Julia Catarino
Jose & Maria Botelho

Jose Pinto
Judy & Dan Gargaro

Kelly Kenny
Legacy Masonry Inc.

Lena Barreto
Liberal Jewellery 

Lina D’Onofrio
Linda & Enzo Castagna

Linda E. MacLean
Linda Fearnley

Lisbon By Night Restaurant
Lucia Valente
Luisa Caetano 
M.J. Oliveira

Macedo Wine Grape Juice Ltd.
Manata Jewellery

Manny Ribeiro
Manny Silva

Manuel & Ana Rodrigues
Manuela & Joe Fernandes

Margarida Medeiros 
Maria & Manuel Moniz

Maria Fatima Custodio
Maria J. Plaza

Maria Jose Oliveira/ Paul Oliveira
Maria Medeiros 

Marjorie & Robert O’Toole
Marta Medeiros

Maypex Investments Ltd. 
Michael Communications PR Group

Miguel Hortiguela 
Mississauga Auto Repairs

Nelson & Maria Inacio
Niagara Parks Commission

Nova Pastry & Bakery
Oca Nera Ristorante
Ontario Kitchens Ltd.

Orlando Ramos
Paloma Healey

Paul & Diane Da Cunha
Paul Clara- RBC

Paula Alto

Paula Reis-Ruivo
Pennsylvania Wood Mouldings Corp. 

Portuguese Cheese Company
Pro-Concrete & Paving Ltd.

R. Medeiros
Rapid Trends Electrical Co. Inc. 

Remax Ultimate Realty Inc. 
Rogues Restaurant

Ruby Jewellery
Rui Prazeres

Salsicharia Pavao 
Schonblum/Warga

Seara Bakery
Silvia Palumbo

Sinas BBQ
Sunlife Financial- MJ Plaza

Susan M. Sims
Suzanne Garcia

Swiss Chalet Rotisserie & Grill
Tavora Sea Products Co. Ltd.

That’s Italian Ristorante
The Residential Low Rise Forming 

Contractors Assoc. of Metro Toronto & 
Vicinity

The Westin Harbour Castle 
Total Mechanical Ltd. 

Traini Construction Ltd. 
Trigo Bakery

United Drywall Ltd.
Valentin & Anna Hortiguela

Van Raine & Sons Snowplowing & 
Landscaping 

Via Norte Restaurant
Via Trim & Doors Inc.

Victor Ferreira
Vince & Rosa Barbieri
Virginia E. Edmonds 
Voz Da Comunidade

William Kelly Contracting 
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On May 12th, 2012, The Church of Our Lady 
of Sorrows held a fundraiser dinner for LCCS. Two 
young women by the names of Angela and Alicia 
Burton, who are part of the youth ministries group 
from Our lady of Sorrows Church located at 3055 
Bloor St. West, began the initiative after first coming 
to know about us through one of our former clients, 
Laura Grattan. Laura was a friend of theirs growing 
up and after Laura’s sad passing in November of 
2011, these two lovely young ladies wanted to do 
something special in her memory. Angela and Alicia 
decided to hold this fundraiser dinner in support 
of our organization and help support other young adults just like Laura by also helping to raise awareness within their church 
community. A sincere thank you to Angela and Alicia and to all those who donated!

With the warm weather in full swing, LCCS hosted its first Charity Garage Sale on June 2nd, 2012. With tables filled from 
Christmas items to books, housewares and more we were able to raise $700.00! A big thank you to everyone who donated items for 
our Garage Sale and also 
a special thank you to all 
our volunteers who have 
and continue to dedicate 
countless hours towards 
helping our organization. 
Together, we were able 
to make our 1st Garage 
Sale a successful event.

The Church of Our Lady of Sorrows Fundraiser

Garage Sale
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The LCCS 5th annual Golf Tour-
nament was held on June 15th, 2012 at 
the Lionhead Golf and Country Club in 
Brampton. The day started and ended 
with perfect golfing weather and with 
over 320 golfers, the event was a huge 
success! The LCCS would like to extend 
our gratitude to Mr. Manuel Bastos - 
LIUNA Local 837 for being our Event 
Sponsor. We would also like to thank 
the other event sponsors, which include: 
Carpenters & Allied Workers – Local 27  
(Wine Sponsor), Crawford Roofing 
Corporation (Beer Sponsor), Drywall 
Acoustic Lathing & Insulation (Cart 
Sponsor), IUPAT (Cart Sponsor), Masonry 

Contractors Association of Toronto (Beer 
Sponsor), Trican Masonry Contractors 
Inc. (Wine Sponsor), Benefit Plan 
Administrators Ltd. (Lunch Sponsor) and 
Dufferin Aggregates (Dinner Sponsor).

Throughout the day, there were great 
moments in golf and we truly believe that 
everyone had a great time. A special thank 
you to World Fine Cars for sponsoring our 
Hole in One.

The end of play was followed by 
a great Seafood & Steak Buffet dinner 
at the Portuguese Cultural Centre of 
Mississauga. We once again had a very 
successful silent auction. Thank you to 

all the organizations that so generously 
donated items for our silent auction.

This year we had great support 
for raffle prizes and we had numerous 
lucky winners. Thank you to everyone 
who purchased raffle tickets and helped 
make this event a very successful one. A 
very special thank you to the raffle prize 
sponsors.

Last but not least, a sincere thank 
you to the Chair, Mr. Joe Manso and 
also to the entire golf committee, as 
their continued support is critical to our 
success.

LCCS Golf Tournament
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LCCS Golf Tournament ��
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The Toronto Professional Firefighters’ 
Association has been hosting a charity 
golf tournament over the past three years. 
Each year they approach a councillor who 
has been a leader in public safety and 
ask them to select a local based charity 
organization that would benefit from 
their tournament. This year Councillor 
Ana Bailão was chosen and she told The 
Toronto Professional Firefighters about 
the great work and resources that Luso 
Canadian Charitable Society provides to 
the community. The President and Vice 
President of The Toronto Professional 
Firefighters’ Association toured the facility 
on April 16th with Councillor Ana Bailão, 
Marilene Santos and Lena Barreto. During 
their tour of our facility they had the 
opportunity to meet with our clients and 
staff. The President and Vice President 

of The Toronto Professional Firefighters’ 
Association were very pleased with our 
facility confirming their decision to have 
our organization as the recipients of their 
2012 Annual Charity Golf Tournament.

Dante DiGiovanni one of our long 
standing board members had the 
opportunity to golf and attend the 
tournament dinner.  Nancy Aideira the 
Program Supervisor and her son Andrew 
who is a client of our centre were honoured 
to attend the tournament dinner hosted 
by The Toronto Professional Firefighters’ 
Association. Andrew was presented with 
numerous generous gifts, some of which 
included a t-shirt, a baseball cap and 
a very special figurine representing the 
firefighters. On behalf of Luso Canadian 
Charitable Society and its beneficiaries we 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 

The Toronto Professional Firefighters’ 
Association and express our sincere 
appreciation for their generosity. 

The Toronto Professional Firefighters’ Association –  
2012 Charity Golf Tournament – June 21st, 2012

LCCS Golf Tournament ��
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Our 2nd Garage Sale and 
Hot-Dog BBQ took place on an 
extremely hot day but despite the 
hot weather, we were able to raise 
$460.00!

We would like to take this 
opportunity to express our sincere 
appreciation for all our sponsors 
who so kindly donated something 
for our Hot Dog B.B.Q. Without 
the help of Maple Leaf Foods Inc., 
Brazil Bakery, New Sabby Concrete 
& Supplies Inc., Tavora Portuguese 
Sea Products, Nosso Talho and 
Macedo Wines Grape Juice Ltd. our 
BBQ would not have been possible. 

We would also like to thank 
Mr. Luis Santos for helping us with 
sponsorship for this event and 
also to Mr. Luis Brasil who helped 
us distribute the flyers. Thank you 
to the media as well who helped 
us to promote another successful 
event. Lastly, no event could ever 
be a great success without some 
amazing volunteers to make it 
happen, so thank you! 

We look forward to seeing 
everyone again next year and wish 
to extend our gratitude to all those 
who participated. Your continued 
support is what made this a 
successful event.

July 14th, 2012 Garage Sale & Hot Dog B.B.Q

LIUNA Local 183
LIUNA Local 183 has been a major contributor to our centre 

from the very beginning. In 2012 they not only came through as 
an annual ambassador and a sponsor at all our events but also 
in October, LCCS was the lucky recipient of two very generous 
donations from the LIUNA Local 183 Charitable Foundation. A 
donation of $20,000 towards the Toronto Centre and $10,000 
towards the Hamilton centre. We want to take the opportunity to 
thank LIUNA Local 183 Executive Board and all its members for 
their ongoing dedicated support of our organization.  

Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario
Every year the Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario 

organize their annual golf tournament and all the proceeds from 
the tournament are donated to a variety of charities chosen by 
the members of the Carpenters’ Union. In 2012, Luso Canadian 
Charitable Society was chosen as one of those charities.

On November 16th, 2012, Mr. Julio DaSilva, Mr. Dario Moreira, 
Mr. Ivan Kovac, Mr. Claudio Mazzotta and Mr. Aldo Buccitti, 
representatives from the Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario 
visited the Luso Canadian Charitable Society Centre on St. Clair 
to present them with a cheque in the amount of $10,000.00. The 
gentlemen got a chance to tour the facility and to meet some of 
the many clients that benefit from the programs at our centre. 
The Luso Canadian Charitable Society Centre wishes to thank the 
Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario for having chosen them as a 
beneficiary of the funds and for their continuous support throughout 
the years. It is only with this type of commitment from organizations 
and people in the community that the centre can continue to offer quality programs to all people with disabilities who require much 
needed support. We would like to thank them for all their generosity throughout the years and look forward to their continued 
support.

Committed Sponsors
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Our 6th Annual Fundraising GALA - What an amazing night!!
Our largest “Annual Fundraising 

Gala” has had a history of friendship 
and togetherness since its beginnings 
in 2007 and once again we had another 
memorable evening. This year, our 6th 
Annual Fundraising GALA was held at 
the prestigious Le Treport Banquet Hall 
in Mississauga on October 27th, 2012. 
The perfect Hall for our special day. The 
evening was great fun, with fabulous 
music, delicious food, and a wonderful 
collection of silent auction items! 

During the evening, we had two 
special speakers: Mr. Andrew Levstik 
and Mr. Stephen Conorton.  Mr. Andrew 
Levstik, who is a client in our Adult Day 

Program, spoke to our guests about how 
much he enjoys coming to Luso. He spoke 
about some of his favourite activities 
such as going shopping at Metro for food 
to cook on Tuesdays, learning computer 
skills, singing his favourite song “Let’s Do 
the Numbers Rumba Cha Cha Cha” with 
Ellen our music teacher and much more. 
Mr. Stephen Conorton, father of our client 
Diana Conorton, spoke candidly about 
how happy he is with our program and 
how important we are in his daughter’s 
life.  

Our special guests included, Dr. Júlio 
Vilela, Consul General for Portugal in 
Toronto; Hon. Charles Sousa, Minister of 

Citizenship and Immigration; Laura 
Albanese, MPP York South-Weston;  
Councilor Ana Bailão, Ward 18; 
Councillor  Frances Nunziata, Ward 11,  
York South Weston, Dipika Damerla, 
MPP Mississauga East-Cooksville and 
of course all our amazing guests.

With the generosity of so many 
people, this year we were able to raise 
$55,000.00, funds that will go directly to 
ensuring that we can continue to offer 
quality programs to our clients. This 
contribution is very much appreciated 
and will be remembered by those they 
touch.
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Our 6th Annual Fundraising GALA - What an amazing night!!
��

As you know, our organization does not receive any on-going government support, and we rely 
on generous people to help us to continue fulfilling our mandate and serve our clients accordingly. We 
want to thank everyone for playing such an important role in ensuring that we continue to be a vital and 
dynamic community organization. 

The night would not have been possible without the support of our sponsors, Auction donors, and 
the committee that helped to put this fabulous evening together! 

We would like to thank and congratulate them:
- Mr. John Pontarollo, our Gala Chair, who gave countless hours to make sure that every detail was 

just right. Thank you John! We also want to thank the entire gala committee who worked tirelessly 
to make the Gala a success.

- Reception Sponsor, “Holcim”, and Entertainment Sponsor “Brampton Brick Ltd.” for making the 
event possible. 

- Value Ambassador Sponsors: BMO Bank of Montreal, Crawford Roofing Corporation, Elemental 
Control Ltd., Ierfino & Associates Professional Corp., International Union of Painters & Allied 
Trades, Masonry Contractors’ Association of Toronto, Medi-Group Inc. and RBC Royal Bank.

- Mr. Erminio Oliveri & Ms. Cynthia Prazeres, Emcees for their great job!
- All the organizations that so generously donated items for our auction.

Finally, a special thank you to all who attended and to all who contributed to the success of our Gala.  
It would be impossible for us to continuously fulfill our mandate if it were not for all your generosity and 
support.  Hope to see you all again next year!!

A special presentation to our valuable Board Member Lena Barreto
Lena Barreto was awarded with the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 

Jubilee at our Gala. The award was presented by MPP Mississauga 
East-Cooksville, Dipika Damerla.

The commemorative medal was created to mark the 2012 
celebrations of the 60th anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II’s accession to the Throne as Queen of Canada. The medal celebrates 
contributions and achievements made by Canadians who represent the 
full breath of our society.

Thank you Lena for your dedicated service to the community 
and also to the LCCS. The contributions you have made to our community are most commendable and deserve praise and 
admiration. Thanks for making a difference, for your inspiration and example, and for your constant efforts to foster a better 
world. We wish to convey to you our heartfelt congratulations!!
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Congratulations to our President and friend Mr. Jack 
Prazeres who celebrated his 50th birthday in November 2012.

On this memorable evening Mr. Prazeres celebrated among 
family, friends and colleagues at Le Treport Banquet Hall. It 
was with great pleasure that we celebrated this night with Mr. 
Prazeres, a special friend who has achieved success in both his 
personal and professional life. Anyone who knows Mr. Prazeres, 
knows that his generosity is endless. Proving his generosity 
once again he made his special day a chance to give back to  
the community by asking that guests  donate to Luso Canadian 
Charitable Society in lieu of gifts for himself. Through this 
generous gesture Mr. Prazeres along with his guests raised over 
$16,000, funds which Mr. Prazeres requested be put towards 
the construction of a much needed second elevator which will 
enhance the accessibility of our centre.

A heart-felt thanks to his family, friends and colleagues that 
attended Mr. Prazeres’ birthday celebration for their generosity 
and a special thank you to Mr. Prazeres for his invaluable and 
never ending support to our organization.

The Raffle Lottery Fundraiser was a new initiative by LCCS that was organized to raise the funds required to purchase a new 
elevator for our centre. With the continued increase in the number of clients we serve, this new project was an essential ‘next-steps’ 
for our centre. 

The lottery was licensed by the City of Toronto and was subject to regulations set by the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of 
Ontario. For only $20.00 per ticket, individuals had a chance to win some amazing prizes! The prize draw took place on December 
13th, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. at our centre.

We are very pleased to announce the winners!

1st Prize: 2012 Mercedes C250 ($39,954.87 value) �Kevin Damaso-Ticket # 00484

2nd Prize: 70” Sharp LED TV ($2,824.99 value) �Louwyn Rodrigues-Ticket # 00116

3rd Prize: 60” Sharp LED TV ($1,443.00 value) �Wayne Scott - Ticket # 05424

4th Prize: 52” Sharp LED TV ($1,355.99 value) �Alvaro Candelaria - Ticket # 00789

5th Prize: 40” Samsung LCD TV ($564.99 value) �Antonio Da Cruz - Ticket # 03019

We would like to share a 
sincere thank you to all those 
that participated in the Raffle 
Lottery Fundraiser as it helped 
raise $14,226.50 towards the 
purchase of a new elevator for 
our centre. We couldn’t have 
done it without you!

Celebrating a Very Special Birthday 

Raffle Lottery Fundraiser - 1st Prize – 2012 Mercedes C250!! 
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2012newsletter
Edition

Portuguese Support Services
for Quality Living

Wow! The Grand Opening of our 
new centre took place on October 6th, 
2012 and was an amazing event. It was 
a full house with representatives from 
the Provincial and Federal Government, 
businesses, unions, community leaders 
and Hami l ton ians.  TV,  radio and 
newspapers carefully recorded and 
reported on this dream-come-true event. 
Emotional speeches brought tears to the 
eyes of many. The opening ceremony was 
followed by a delicious luncheon with 
traditional Portuguese dishes offered by 
our members. 

Our new centre is a lush, con-
temporary and state of the art facility 
that includes large activity rooms, a 
gym, a kitchen on each floor, a computer 
area and a beautiful roof-top garden. 
A Snoezelen Room will soon become 
available allowing us to offer our clients 
a hugely beneficial multi-sensory 
engaging experience in a soothing and 
relaxing atmosphere. Our centre is fully 
accessible allowing all our participants to 
enjoy the various activities in an inviting, 
comfortable and inclusive environment. 
We are proud to have this beautiful centre 
in our community.

Our New Centre!! Ambassadors
Diamond
Arlindo Couto & Family
Jack Prazeres & Family

Platinum:   
Cristina Medeiros
Cupe Local 3396
Joe Botelho & Family
John & Marilyn Pavão
Lima’s Cleaning Solution
M&R Marble and Tile
Sergio Caçoilo & Family 
Windmill Construction

Printed February 2013



30

LUSO CANADIAN CHARITABLE SOCIETY

Luso Canadian Charitable Society  Newsletter – 2012

Joe Botelho

Alcindo Boucinha

Adérito Pimenta 

Alessandro Teixeira 

Alex Da Silva

Alfredo Pita

Ana Fernandes 

Armindo Botelho 

Armindo Correira

Cremilde Cowles

Carlos Catarino

Cesário Brás 

Cynthia Prazeres 

Danny Da Ponte 

Dante Di Giovanni 

Dário Amaral

Dave Ovcjak

David Santos 

Durval Lima

Eduardo Machado

Emiliano De Sousa 

Ermie Oliveri 

Eugene Defaveri

Fátima Custódio 

Filipe Morgado 

Frank Melo

Frank Alvarez

Fred Pristine 

Georgina Pouline

Gil Capela 

Gina Botelho

Heather Grand

Helena Medeiros 

Jacinta Ribeiro

Jason Teixeira 

Joe Ribeiro 

John Pontarollo 

Jorge Cunha

Jack Prazeres 

Manny Simas 

José Fernandes

Júlio Da Silva

Ken Cullum 

Leandro De Padua 

Lena Barreto 

Licínio Cruz 

Liz Martins

Luis Cordeiro 

Manuel Fernandes 

Manuel Madeleno 

Maria Custódio 

Marilene Santos 

Marina Ribeiro

Marina Tavares 

Mason’s Masonry 

Maurice Cormier 

Michael Simas

Nance Martins 

Natália Oliveira 

Norberto Paiva

Norm Brown 

Otilia Prazeres 

Paul Da Cunha 

Paulo Machado 

Pedro Araujo 

Rick Adams 

Rui Pavão 

Sergio Ruivo 

Tim Davis 

Tony Neves

Tony Amaral 

Trindade Pontes 

Venilde Peterson 

Vitor Ribeiro

Wayne Cullum 

Zilda Ribeiro 

Building Volunteers and Sponsors:
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Over the years as a President of 
Portuguese Support Services I have 
experienced many feelings, sometimes of 
joy, other times of confusion. Nonetheless, 
now as I look back at what this organization 
has achieved, I can honestly say that I am 
proud to have withstood the journey thus 
becoming a more active volunteer and a 
better community member. Nevertheless, 
the achievement was a joint effort from 
the Boards of PSSQL and Luso Canadian 
Charitable Society, community members, 
unions, media, businesses and others. 
I am honoured to have worked with so 
many wonderful people and forever 
grateful to all.

 As an organization we like to strive to 
offer the best, thus reaching for a dream 
to move forward. This past year a major 
effort was put forward to transform a 
dream into reality which was to provide 
a more adequate space to the needs 
of the participants of our programs. 
Consequently, on October 06th, 2012 we 
opened the doors of a new centre located 
at 760 Barton St. East, in Hamilton. With 
this facility we have definitely improved 
the quality of our programs and now many 
more individuals with developmental and/
or physical disabilities are benefitting 
from it. Every time I walk in and see the 
smiles on their faces I feel honoured for 
being given the opportunity to be part of 
such a wonderful cause. 

To conquer such a big goal took the 
efforts of many. I would like to thank all 
who contributed. Mr. Jack Prazeres in 
particular deserves a special recognition 
for the inspiration and endless efforts to 
gather financial support for this project. 
Mr. Manuel Simas also deserves our 
utmost respect and applause for his 
onsite work and dedication for this 
project. There are many others I would 
like to acknowledge for their contribution 
over the years that was so important 
for our project. A sincere and heartfelt 
“Thank You”.

 I would like to invite everyone to 
visit our centre. Join us in support of this 
wonderful cause. Although we have come 
this far, we still have a long way to go. We 
need your ongoing support and helping 
hand.

Sincerely, 
Joe Botelho

Message from the President BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

President 
Joe Botelho 

Vice-President 
Fátima Custódio 

Treasurer
Helena Medeiros

Secretary
Venilde Peterson

Directors
Adérito Pimenta
Alcindo Boucinha 
Ana Fernandes
Cremilde Cowles  
Gina Botelho
Jason Teixeira 
Joe Fernandes
Liz Martins 
Maria Custódio 
Manuel Madaleno 
Manuel Simas
Zilda Ribeiro
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During 2012 the ECHO Program had a 
large increase in participants and we are now 
helping 40 families. The types of activities 
offered by ECHO are varied and enable us to 
provide the extraordinary care and support 
required to meet the needs of each individual. 
Exercise is one of the most important activities 
at our centre for all participants regardless of 
their cognitive or physical abilities. A personal 
trainer works with everyone on and off our newly 
equipped gym, so all can get the benefits that 
exercise promotes. Our yoga program creates 
a wonderful calming atmosphere as well. Our 
participants love music and dancing that is 
also a big hit at ECHO! We sing songs, play 
instruments and enjoy musical games. These 
activities aim to promote social interaction, 
improve language and communication skills, 
improve gross and fine motor coordination 
and increase sensory stimulation. Cooking and 
baking are among the daily life skills that are 
practiced here, giving the participant a sense of 

accomplishment and satisfaction. The 
participants also enjoy helping others, 
as well as participating in tasks such as 
cleaning up and recycling. 

Birthdays and other 
festive days such as Easter, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, just to 
name a few, are celebrated 
here. These events bring 
joy and happiness to 
everyone and provide 
everyone with an amazing 
sense of community.

ECHO Program
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2012 was a remarkable year 
for the Portuguese Support 
Services for Quality Living and 
thus for the Hamilton community. 
This was history in the making as 
a state-of-the-art centre opened 
its doors for the first time. I 
cannot even begin to tell you 
how proud I am to be a part of 
it. There are many individuals that made 
it possible and I would like to sincerely 
thank all of them. In addition, I would like 
to name two people whose commitment 
kept the dream alive and who actually 
went the extra mile to make it happen. I 
feel very fortunate to have worked with 
our President, Mr. Joe Botelho, as well as 
the President of Luso, Mr. Jack Prazeres. 
Their work as volunteers was simply 
outstanding. Furthermore, the Board 
of Directors for the Hamilton Centre 
as well as the Luso centre in Toronto 
endured quite a journey and I would like 
to acknowledge and thank them for their 
excellent effort and dedication.

The new centre was certainly 
the highlight of the year and the 
commitment to make it happen 
was tremendous. Thanks to 
our new facility we are now 
better equipped to support our 
increased participant numbers 
and offer the quality support 
each individual so deserves. It 

is a great feeling to welcome participants 
each morning and see great big smiles 
on their faces. “You must be doing 
something good!” was what one of the 
happy parents said to me one day and 
that truly warmed my heart. 

I must acknowledge that I am very 
fortunate to have an amazing team made 
up of staff who are very dedicated and 
caring individuals doing their very best 
to make everyone feel at home. There 
are also a number of volunteers that help 
with the day to day operations both in 
the office and in the program. I am very 
thankful to everyone.

Last but not least, I would like to 
applaud the community participation 
throughout the construction project as 
well as the general support towards 
our organization and its programs. To 
maintain our operations and the affordable 
participant fees, we must continuously 
organize fundraising events. Knowing that 
we can count on the community support 
is a great relief.  No individual could ever 
stand alone, nor could any organization 
such as ours. We are very fortunate to be 
part of this community. Thank you!

Kindest Regards,
Jacinta Ribeiro, Executive Director     

Acclamation Bar & Grill

Alves Meats & Variety

Cabral Gifts

City Nails

Costco Wholesale

Duarte’s Supermarket

Fate Hair Salon & Spa

Food Basics ( Rymal Rd.)

FreshCo ( Barton & Gage)

FreshCo ( Fennel)

Gold Star Catering

International Fish Market

Ippolito Fruit and Produce

Irmandade do Divino Espirito 
Santo de Santa Maria

John DJ

Lighthouse Fish Market

LIUNA Local 183

LIUNA Local 837

L.M. Enterprises

Manuela Eliegante Salon 

Matias Supermarket

Mr. Alcindo Boucinha

Mr. Antonio Rodrigues

Mr. Daniel & Ed. Medeiros

Mr. Joe & Ana Fernandes

Mr. Manny Moniz

Mr. Manuel & G. Ferreira

Mr. Manuel Madaleno

Mr. Manuel Simas

Mr. Richard Gundza

Mr. & Mrs. Birnie

Mr. & Mrs. Botelho

Mr. & Mrs. Buttigieg

Mr. & Mrs. Couto

Mr. & Mrs. Cordner

Mr. & Mrs. Cannizzaro

Mr. & Mrs. Ferris

Mr. & Mrs. Lepizzera

Mr. & Mrs. Lima

Mr. & Mrs. Medeiros

Mr. & Mrs. Mastragostino

Mr. & Mrs. Nikolic

Mr. & Mrs. Pavão

Mr. & Mrs. Paiva

Mr.  & Mrs. Peterson

Mr. & Mrs. Pimenta

Mr. & Mrs. Pontes

Mr. & Mrs. Rego

Mr. & Mrs. Sequeira

Mr. & Mrs. Vujtovic

Mr. Tony & Florbela Vieira

Mrs. Cremilde Cowles

Mrs. Josephine Castiglione

Mrs. Rosalina Parreira

Ms. Chris Dorigo

Ms. Emily Botelho

Ms. Fátima Custodio

Ms. Maria Custodio

Ms. Zilda Ribeiro

No Frills ( Mohawk East)

No Frills ( Upper James)

Ola Bakery & Pastries

Red Rose Catering

Saagar Design & Construction

Senso Insulation Inc.

Sobeys

Sweet Paradise

Swiss Chalet

Tim Horton’s

Vagueira Bakery

Vasco Da Gama Inc.

Village Eyecare Opt.

Message from the Executive Director 

Event sponsors 2012
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On October 6th, 2012 at the Opening of our Hamilton 
centre,  Mr. Gilberto Moniz, the President of Portuguese 
Cultural Center of Mississauga presented us a cheque 
for $5,000.00. Over the years,  Mr. Gilberto Moniz and 
his centre have contributed a great deal towards the 
LCCS and the Portuguese Support Services. Their 
outstanding committee members and volunteers have 
worked tirelessly to support the community and our 
organizations. We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude.

Once again on Labour Day weekend, our dear 
friends Maria and Joe Goncalo of J.G. Landscaping and 
Snow Removal along with a group of friends hosted 
their annual BBQ which raised a total of $4,500.00!  This 
year, as per their request the funds went directly towards 
supporting our new centre in Hamilton for people with 
special needs. 

As always, the day was filled with great food and 
lots of fun. The entertainment was provided by various 
artists and groups from the community.

We want to thank J.G. Landscaping and Snow 
Removal, friends and family who contributed to the event 
and especially Joe and Maria Goncalo for their initiative 
and for their ongoing support of our organization. 

J.G. Landscaping and 
Snow Removal BBQ

Portuguese Cultural  
Center of Mississauga
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Donations $1-$50
Mr. Alcindo Boucinha
Mr. David Carvalho
Mr. James McVey
Mr. Manuel Cruz
Mr. & Mrs. Buttigieg
Mr. & Mrs. Couto
Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo Medeiros
Mr. & Mrs. José Medeiros
Mrs. Nelia Raposo

Donations $51-$100
Mrs. Alice Felizardo
Mr. Eduardo Anselmo 
Mr. Joaquim Felizardo
Mrs. Josephine Cannizzaro
Mrs. Lourdes Ribeiro
Mrs. Margarida Rego
Mr. & Mrs. Cannizzaro
Mr. & Mrs. Lima
Mr. & Mrs. Madaleno
Mr. & Mrs. Rego
Mr. Eduardo de Sousa
Mr. & Mrs. Magueta
Mr. Richard Gundza
Mrs. Patricia Wray
Mr. Raymond Buttigieg
Mrs. Zilda Ribeiro

Donations $101-$150

Mr. Tobias Gomes

Donations $150-$200

Mrs. Florbela Vieira

Mrs. Gilda Ferreira

Mrs. Melanie McVey

Mrs. Venilde Peterson

Donations $201-$250

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Medeiros

Donations $251-$300

Mr. & Mrs. Artur Pereira

Mr. Júlio Vilela

Donations $451-$500

L.M. Enterprises

M&R Marble & Tile

Vasco da Gama

Donations $901-$950

Cupe Local 3396

Donations $1000-$1050

Mrs. Jennifer Chemerika

Donations $1251-$1300

Lighthouse Fish Market

Donations of $2000

Mr. & Mrs. A. Soares

Mr. & Mrs. Rego

Donation of $2500

Irmandade Espirito Santo of Guelph

Donor List:

Mark your Calendars!
Toronto
Please help make 2013 another successful year for
Luso Canadian Charitable Society by joining us at our
special fundraising events;

Annual Golf Tournament:
Friday, June 14th, 2013
Lionhead Golf and Country Club, Brampton, ON

Annual Gala Dinner:
Saturday, October 26th, 2013
Le Treport Banquet Hall, Mississauga, ON

All proceeds raised from all our fundraising initiatives go
directly towards helping improve the programs and services
we offer to our clients.

For more information please contact the centre at
416-761-9761 or visit our website at www.lusoccs.org

Hamilton 
Please help make 2013 another successful year for PSSQL
by joining us at our special fundraising events;

Echo program 10th Anniversary, Dinner Dance:
Saturday, May 04th, 2013
St. Mary’s Hall, 56 Mulberry St.,  Hamilton, ON

Annual Dinner Dance:
Saturday, November 16th, 2013
St. Mary’s Hall, 56 Mulberry St.,  Hamilton, ON

All proceeds raised from all our fundraising initiatives go
directly towards helping improve the programs and services
we offer to our clients.

For more information please contact the centre at
905-522-4612.



Luso Canadian Charitable Society

Volunteers
We are constantly looking for nurturing persons with  patience, understanding and who are non-judgmental.  

If you would like to volunteer your time to support the growth of adults with physical and/or developmental 

disabilities in reaching their potential through various activities and in the community and enrich your life 

experience,  please contact us.

Ambassador Initiative
For a donation of $1,000.00 for the year you can choose to register as an ambassador of our centre. As an Ambassador 

your name will appear on our letterhead for all our literature and it will also be  put on the Ambassador wall for the year/s 

that you decide to register for. You will also be entitled to a charitable tax receipt for your donation. 

Support Luso Canadian Charitable Society
Luso Canadian Charitable Society needs your support.  Your help makes a real difference enabling our centre to  

continue to provide programs and services to persons with physical and/or developmental disabilities in need of  

rehabilitation and social recreation.  Join in on the dream! 

YES! I would like to donate $   ________________________  £Toronto £Hamilton

Please mail me a tax receipt:  Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

 Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________

 City: ___________________________________  Prov:  _____________________________________

 Postal Code: __________________________  Phone (day):  _____________________________

Please make cheques payable to: Luso Canadian Charitable Society

 2295 St. Clair Ave. West P: 416.761.9761

 Toronto, Ontario F: 416.761.9310

 M6N 1K9 www.lusoccs.org




